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our common heritage as children of God and citizens of His
kingdom. Our beliefs are coming to mean less and less to us;
and as we hold them less sacred we make less effort to cany
them into practice. This deterioration of attitude towards the
sanctity of beliefs may be one of the causes of the present
decline. Our daily lives and institutions seem no longer to
coincide with our beliefs, which in its turn weakens the beliefs
and may cause their ultimate disappearance,

The last fifty years have witnessed a vast and encouraging
improvement in the standard of living of the people; but in
the rush to grow rich and comfortable spiritual standards
have weakened  and mercenary interests prevailed. The
business men of England and other countries to gain fat
profits sold to Germany before the wax metals and chemicals
that she is now using in armaments against us. The outlook is
serious if nations have a double standard of morality, one for
home consumption and another for export. Do we consider
that high moral standards apply within our own nation only
and that the criterion of conduct towards our neighbours is
its effect on our own safety and interests; in other words that
we can rob and ruin for our own advancement where it is safe
to do so ? This perpetual clash of interests was one of the
failures of the League system, for every gain reported by a
Government to its people was likely to have been made at the
expense of other governments and peoples. Is our great demo-
cracy, based on Christian standards, failing because we have
been such poor expounders of a great principle? Has Chris-
tian liberty and the happiness of the individual been allowed
to continue as long as it was an harmonious and quiescent
element in the working out of our democratic system ? We
have for centuries been privileged to be looked on as de-
fenders of the weak and to hold the torch of protection to
weaker countries; and that right and responsibility was ac-
corded us because we upheld Christian principles. Our errors
are many, but we have been given a high heritage on which
we have, I think, tie right to pride ourselves, but the inner
order must not fail or the whole organism will die of moral
starvation. Freedom and liberty will lose their validity if in-
tense nationalism and sovereign rights become the main